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Vincentian Mission 
Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul, a Catholic lay organization, 

leads women and men to join together to 

grow spiritually by offering person-to-

person service to those who are needy and 

suffering in the tradition of its founder, 

Blessed Frederic Ozanam, and patron, St. 

Vincent de Paul. As a reflection of the whole 

family of God, Members, who are known as 

Vincentians, are drawn from every ethnic 

and cultural background, age group, and 

economic level. Vincentians are united in an 

international society of charity by their spirit 

of poverty, humility and sharing, which is 

nourished by prayer and reflection, mutually 

supportive gatherings and adherence to a 

basic Rule. Organized locally, Vincentians 

witness God’s love by embracing all works 

of charity and justice. The Society 

collaborates with other people of good will 

in relieving need and addressing its causes, 

making no distinction in those served 

because, in them, Vincentians see the face of 

Christ. 

 

Is God calling you to serve those in need? 

For guidance, take a moment to read 

Matthew 25: 34-46. Then reflect on how 

often you have clothed the naked, fed the 

hungry, given drink to the thirsty, or visited 

the sick or prisoners. At first, it may seem a 

daunting challenge.  We Vincentians have 

found it to be the joy of our lives. 

 
We offer it to you as a beautiful gift. 

Vincentian Values 
Holiness of Life 

Growth in intimacy with Jesus is a 
life-long process 

Prayer is essential, personal and 
communal 

 

Service of the Poor 
The dignity of the human person 

The preferential option for the poor 
The identification of Jesus with 

 the poor 

Humility 
The virtue of humility, 

 personal and corporate 
Poverty in spirit is the primary 

Beatitude 
 

Simplicity 
The virtue of simplicity 

Jesus is the Evangelizer and 
Servant of the Poor 
Divine Providence 

 

Charity 
The Society is concerned with 

charity and justice 
The virtue of charity within and 

outside of the Society 
Solidarity 

 

Community of Faith 
Friendship 
Community 

 

 
 

Vincentian Vision 
Seeking Charity and 

Justice 
 

Remember when we all had 
neighbors?  When people in a 

Community actually cared 
about each other? 

People didn't fall through 
the cracks back then.  There 
was always someone there to 
catch them.  

Who is our Neighbor?    
Is it just the person next door?  
Or is it anyone in need? 

Our neighbors are cold, 
hungry, and desperately sad.   

Do something for them. 

Love your neighbor. 
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The Society of Saint  

Vincent de Paul Today 

 

Today the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

(known as SVDP) is a worldwide lay 

organization of Catholic men and  

women, young and old, of every race 

and color.   

 

Nearly one million members do its work in 

almost every nation. In Dallas, the  

Society is at work in 37 parishes  

known as “Conferences”.   

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is forming a 

group known as “conference” in your parish.  

The conference will serve those living within 

the parish boundaries and parishioners. 

  

The typical situation is that the family or 

individuals have fallen on hard times as a 

result of losing a job, medical problems, or 

experiencing a temporary crisis. Members of 

the Society respond to their call for help  

by visiting them in their homes.  During  

our home visits, we experience and  

validate first-hand the overall situation, 

and offer both financial and spiritual  

support as we are able. We help by providing 

rent, utilities, prescription payments, food, 

clothing and furniture.  We also offer numbers 

of other resources available that might help 

meet their needs.  

 

Most importantly, we show that we care by 

providing a listening ear and offering to pray 

with them and for them. 

 

What does it mean to become 

 a Vincentian? 

 

A Vincentian puts his Catholic faith 

into action.  The Vincentian vocation is 

the intimate desire to participate 

personally and directly with helping 

the needy.  We help by person-to-

person contact and by the gifts of our 

hearts and friendship, doing so within 

the communal guidelines and under the 

spiritual direction of the St. Martin of 

Tours spiritual advisor.  

How does SVDP work? 

Calls for assistance originate from 

many sources. Dallas area counties’ 

211 referral line, other non-profit 

agencies, and our parish office are just 

a few of the sources that provide our 

name to those in need.   

Because the Society is comprised of 

volunteers, many who have full time 

jobs, calls are handled through the 

hotline/helpline number (to be set up in 

the near future).  Calls are checked and 

calls are returned as volunteers are 

available. All information gathered is 

strictly confidential.  Each case is 

assigned to two or more advocates who 

schedule a home visit with the 

family/individual. We do not provide 

funds directly to the individual.  

Instead, payment is made directly to the 

entity.  

 

 

Becoming a Vincentian 

 

The Society needs your talents. In return, we 

promise not to waste your time.  Although 

visiting those in need in their homes is the 

foundation of our ministry, there are several 

other volunteer opportunities that do not 

require making home visits. 

 

Volunteer opportunities include: 

• Home Visit Advocate 

• Spiritual Support 

• Administrative Support 

• Social Service Resource Coordinator 

• Hotline/helpline Coordinator (bilingual) 

• Membership Coordinator 

New members are required to attend a half-day 

training session and must meet the Diocesan 

Safe Environment Requirements before being 

considered active members.  

 

The Cathedral of Guadalupe meets regularly 

the first and third Wednesday of every month.   

We invite you to learn about our ministry by 

attending one of the conference meetings once 

you’ve completed the requirements. 

 

For more information about our ministry 

please call 214-628-0405 and your call will be 

returned promptly. You may also send an 

email to: svdpcathedralguadalupe@gmail.com 

 


